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Please amend the claims in accordance with the following listing. 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for identifying and/or analyzing potential patent 
infringement, comprising: 

an input device for inputting information regarding a patent; 

a processing device for processing the information regarding the patent, wherein the 
processing device is configured to: identifies 

identi fy at least one i ndependent claim of the patent, 

wherein the processing device formulates a search or a search query 
containing information corresponding to the at least one independent claim, where i n 
the processing device searches informat i on regarding at least one of a produ eh 
products, a service, and services, parse the at least one claim to identify at least one 
term in the at least one claim, 

formulate a search query comprising the at least one term and a foreign 
language translation of the at least one term, 

wherein — the — processing — devic e — obtains obtain m4 — proc e sses 
information regarding at least one of a product, products, a service, and services, 
relevant to the at least one independent claim in conjunction with information 
contained in the at least one i ndep e ndent claim, and further wh e rein th e proce s sing 
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device generates claim chart information containing information regarding the at least 
one of a product, products, a service, and service s; and 

perform a search of the information regarding at least one of a product; 
products, a service, and services using the search query; and 

at lea s t one of a display device for dis pl aying in formation contained in the claim chart 
information and an output device for outputting result of the search, i nformation contained in the 
cl a i m c hart information. 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim I, wherein the apparatus is at least one of a 
computer, a personal computer, a desktop computer, a laptop or notebook computer , a central 
processing computer, and a server . 

3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a database, wherein the database contains at least one of subject matter of at least one 
patent, at least one of a software program and an algorithm for processing or parsing patent 
information, at least one of a software program and an algorithm for identifying at least one of a 
clai m p r eamble, a claim element, and a claim limitation, at least one of a software program and an 
algorithm for formulating a search or a search query, product information for any number of 
products, product descriptions , descriptions of components, descriptions of product u s es, services 
information, service descriptions, descriptions of processes, descriptions of service uses, a product 
catalog, a services catalog, an industry atlas, a trade journal, a technical journal, a product manual, a 
service manual, an industry journal, a book, a magazine, a publication, a Dialog database, a NERAK 
database, a Thomas Register database, a Derwont database, a patent database, at l e ast one of a link 
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an d a hyperlink to an information source, and at least one of a software program and an algorithm 
fop-gen erating a claim chart . 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a transmitter for transmitting at least one of an information request to an information 
source computer and the a claim chart information to a user communication device. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim. I , further comprising: 

a receiver for receiving at least one of patent information from a user communication 
device and a response to a request for information from an information source computer. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the processing device at least one of processes and 
parses the text information of the patent in order to identify the claims of the patent. 

7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the processing device is configured 
to utilize utilizes at least one of a word processing searching technique, a text analysis processing 
technique, and a semantic analysis processing technique, to identify the claims of the patent. 

8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the processing device at lea s t one of 
processes and par s es claim information of the patent in order to identify the at least one claim 
comprises an independent claim. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim -h 8, wherein the processing device at least o m 
of processes and pars es is configured to parse the information contained in the at-4 east one 
independent claim, wherein the processing device identifies independent claim to identify text 
information corresponding to the claim preamble of the independent claim and to at l e ast one o f-a 
claim element and a claim limitation of the independent claim , 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 9r L wherein the at least one t erm comprises a 
first term and a second term, and wherein the processing device is further configured to formulate 
the search query so that the search query imposes a proximity constraint requiring the first term to be 
found within a predefined proximity of the second term, processes the text information 
corresponding to the claim preamble and to at least one of a claim clement and a claim limitation, 
a nd further wherein the processing device identifies at least one of a key word and a term for at least 
one of defining and describing at least one of a product to which the independent claim is directed, a 
service to which the independent claim is directed, a claim element, and a claim limitation. 

1 1. (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the processing device performs a 
search of at least one of a database, an information source, an information sources computer, a web 
site, a web page, a server computer, a is configured to automatically generate and transmit a natural 
language question to a chat room and obtain the information regarding at least one of a product, 
products, a service, and services from the chat room v - and an on line bulletin board, by ut i lizing the 
search or the s earch query, and furth e r wherein the processing device ob tai ns i n formation r e ga rding 
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at least one of a product, products, a service, and services, which arc relevant to the at least one 
i n de pendent claim . 

1.3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim +0^ i, wherein the s ear c h o r search query 
further contains at least of a synonym , a dict i onary definition, an equivalent term, a foreign language 
translation, and a slang term, for the at least one of key word and a of the at least one term, 

14. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim _L wherein the processing device performs 
a s e ar c h for information regarding at least one of a product, products, a service, and services, whi eh 
are relevant to the at least one independent claim, and which contain at least one term comprises a 
plurality of terms, and the search query comprises an accuracy constraint requiring presence of a pre- 
defined percentage of the terms, number of key words or terms present in the search or the search 
query. 

15. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the processing device is configured 
to automatically perform performs a the search for information regarding at least one of a product, 
pr oducts, a service, and scrvicc sr by utilizing at least one of a search program, an intelligent agw h a 
meta search engine, engines, a web site directory, a search engine directory, and a hierarchical 
directory. 

16. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the processing device is configured 
to perform performs a the search on eTa web site associated with at least one of a product, products, 
a service, service s , a trade association, a technical association, an industry associati o n , and at least 
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one of a manufacturer, a wholesaler, and a retailer, of the at least one of a product, products, a 
service, and services. 

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the processing device is configured 
to perform performs a the search ef on at least one of advertising information, marketing 
information, product review information, services review information, manufacturer information, 
and distributor information. 

18. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim I, wherein the processing device is configured 
to automatically generate generates a natural language search or search query question for use in 
obtaining information from a chat room or an on-line bulletin board. 

19. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the processing device is configured 
to can at least one of process the information regarding the patent, generate the search or the search 
qu e ry, and generate the a claim chart information, in any number a plurality of languages. 

20. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the processing device is configured 
to automatically perform performs a the search of a patent or on a publication which references the 
patent. 

21. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim I, wherein the processing device is configured 
to automatically ascertain ascertains at least one of at least one of an inventor and an assignee of a 
the patent a nd at least one of an author and a publisher of a publication . 
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22. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the proc e ssing devic e p e rforms a 
search of information regarding at least one of a product, products, a service, and services , which is 
comprises a first product marked with at least one of a patent number and a patent pending notice. 

23. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim I , wherein the processing device is configured 
to generate a claim chart of the patent, and the claim chart information contains at least one of 
preamble text information and text information for at least one of a claim element and a claim 
limitation, and further wherein the claim chart information contains information identifying matter in 
regarding whether an identified product or service exhibits or contains features or limitations of at 
least one of the cla i m preamble, a claim element, and a service, the matter corresponding to the 
preamble text information and the text information for the at least one claim limitation, limitation, 
literally or under the Doctrine of Equivalents. 

24. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the at least one of a word, a key 
word, a term , and information, in the claim chart information is at least one of highlighted, 
underlined, and emboldened in the claim chart . 

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim I, wherein the apparatus is programmed for automatic 
operation. 



26. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the apparatus is utilized in 
conjunction with at least one of a telecommunication network, the Internet, the World Wid e We b , an 
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RF signal communications network, a satellite communications network, an optical communications 
network, a public switched te l ephone network, a d i gital communi c ations network, a per s ona l 
communications services communication network, and a wireless communication network. 

27. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for identifying and/or analyzing potential patent 
i n fri ngemenl, com prising: 

a receiver for receiving information regarding a patent; 

a processing device for processing the information regarding the patent, wherein the 
processing device identifier, is configured to: 

identi fy at least one i ndependent claim of the patent, 

wherein the processing device formulates a search or a search query 
containing information corresponding to the at least one independent claim, wherein 
the processing device searches information regarding at least one of a product, 
products, a service, and services, parse the at least one claim to identify at least one 
term in the at least one claim, 

formulate a search query comprising the at least one term and a foreign 
language translation of the at least one term, 

wherein the processing device obtains and processes information 
regarding at least one of a product, products, a service, and sendees, relevant to the at 
least one independent claim in con j unction with information contained in the a fr-teast 
one independent claim, and further wherein the proces s ing device generates generate 
a claim chart, chart information containing information regarding the at least one of a 
product, products, a service, and services; and 
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perform a search of information regarding at least one of a product and 
a service using the query; and 

a transmitter for transmitting the information contained in the claim chart information 
to a user communication device in order to display the claim chart . 

28. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the apparatus is at least one of a 
computer, a per s onal computer, a de s ktop computer, a laptop or notebook computer, a centra l 
processing computer, and a server. 

29. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, further comprising: 

a database, wherein the database contains at least one of subject matter of at least one 
patent, at least one of a software program and an algorithm for processing or par s ing patent 
information, at least one of a software program and an algorithm for identifying at least one of a 
claim preamble, a claim element, and a claim limitation, at least one of a software program and an 
a l gorithm for formulating a s earch or a search query, product information for any number of 
products, product descriptions , descriptions of components, descriptions of product uses, services 
information, service descriptions, descriptions of proc e s s e s , d es cription s of service uses, a pr o duct 
catalog, a services catalog, an industry atlas, a trade journal, a technical journal, a product manual, a 
service manual, an industry journal, a book, a magazine, a publication, a Dialog database, a NER AK 
datab ase, a Thoma s Register database, a Derwent database, a patent database, at least one of a link 
and a hyperlink to an information source, and at least one of a software program and an algorithm 
for generating a cla i m chart . 
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30. (Original) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the processing device at least one of processes 
and parses the text information of the patent in order to identify the claims of the patent. 

31. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the processing device is 
configured to utilize util i zes at least one of a word processing searching technique, a text analysis 
processing technique, and a semantic analysis processing technique, to identify the claims of the 
patent. 

32. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the processing device at least one 
of processes and parses claim information of the patent in order to identify the at least one claim 
comprises an independent claim. 

33. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 2=h 32, wherein the processing device at least 
one of processes and parser, is configured to automatically parse the information contained in the at 
least one independent claim, wherein the processing device identifies independent claim to identify 
text information corresponding to the claim preamble of the independent claim and to at least one of 
a c l aim element and a claim limitation of the independent claim . 

34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Cancelled) 
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36. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the processing device p e rfo rms- a 
search of at least one of a database, an information source, an information s o ur c es co mputer, a w e b 
site, a web page, a server computer, a is configured to automatically generate a natural language 
question and transmit the natural language question to a chat room and obtain the information 
regarding at least one of a product and a service from the chat room , -- and an on line bu l letin b o ard, 
by utilizing the search or the search query, and further wherein the processing device obtains 
informat i on regarding at least one of a product, products, a s e rvice, and servic es, wh ich ar e rel e vant 
to the at least one independent claim . 

37. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 34; TL wherein the search or the search query 
further contains at least one of a synonym , a dictionary definition, an equivalent term, a foreign 
language translation, and a slang term, for the at least one of key word and a of the at least one term. 

38. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim ^ 27, wherein the processing device performs 
a search for information regarding at least one of a product, products, a service, and s ervices, which 
are relevant to the at least one independent claim, and which contain at least one term comprises a 
plurality of terms, and the search query comprises an integrity constraint requiring presence of a pre- 
defined percentage of the terms, number of key words or terms present in the search or the search 
query. 

39. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the processing device is 
configured to perform performs a the search for information regarding at least one of a product, 
product s , a service, and services ? by utilizing at least one of a s e a r ch program, an intelligent agent, a 

14 



A P 008-1 UTL 
Patent 

mela search engine, engines, a web si to directory, a search engine directory, and a hierarchical 
di rectory. 

40. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the processing device is 
con figured to perform perform s - a the search on ef a web site associated with at least one of a 
product, products, a service, services, a trade assoc i ation, a technical association, an industry 
asso ciation, and at least one of a manufacturer, a wholesaler, and a re t ailer-; retailer of the at least one 
of a product , products, and a service , and services . 

41. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the processing device is 
configured to perform performs a the search ef on at least one of advertising information, marketing 
information, product review information, services review information, manufacturer information, 
and distributor information. 

42. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the processing device is 
configured to automatically generate generates a natural language search or search query question 
for use in obtaining information from a chat ro em-or an on-line bulletin board. 

43. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the processing device is 
conf mured to can at least one of process the information regarding the patent, generate the search or 
the s earch query, and generate the claim chart information, in any number a plurality of languages. 
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44. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the processing device is 
configured to automatically perform performs a the search of a patent o r on a publication which 
references the patent. 

45. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the processing device is 
configured to automatically ascertain ascertains at least one of at least one of an inventor and an 
assignee of a the patent and at least one of an author and a pu b lisher of a publication . 

46. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the processing device performs a 
search of information regarding at least one of a product , products, and a service , and services, 
which i s comprises a first product marked with at least one of a patent number and a patent pending 
notice. 

47. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the claim chart information 
contains at least one of preamble text information and text information for at least one of a claim 
e l ement and a claim limitation, and further wherein the claim chart information contains information 
regarding whether an identified product or service exhibits or contains features or limitati ons of at 
least one of the a claim preamble , a claim element, of the patent and a claim limitation of the patent , 
literally or under the Doctrine of Equivalents. 

48. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 47, wherein the at least one of a word, a key 
word, a term , and information, in the claim chart information is at least one of highlighted, 
underlined, and emboldened in the claim chart . 
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49. (Original) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the apparatus is programmed for automatic 
operation. 

50. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the apparatus is utilized in 
conjunction with at least one of a telecommunication network, the Internet, the World Wide Web, an 
RF signal communications n e twork, a satellite commun ic ations network, an opti cal c o mim mteatietts 
network, a public switched telephone network, a digital communications network, a personal 
communications services communication network, and a wireless communication network . 

51 . (Currently Amended) A» A computer-implemented method for identifying and/or analyzing 
potential patent infringement, comprising: 

inputting information regarding a patent into a processing device; 
processing the information regarding the patent with the processing device; 
identifying at least one independent a claim of the patent; 
parsing the claim to identify at least one term in the claim; 

formulating a search o r a search query containing the at least one term and a foreign 
language translation of the at least one term; information corresponding to the at least one 
independent claim; 

searching information regarding at least one of a product, products, a service, and 
services using the query ; 
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obtaining and processing information reg ar ding at lea s t one of a product, products, a 
s e r v ice , and services, relevant to the at least one i ndependent claim in conjunction with informati on 
conta i ned in the at least one independent claim; 

generating claim chart information containing at least some of the information 
regarding the at least one of a product, products, a service, and services; and 

at least one of displaying information contained in the claim chart information and 
outputting information contained in the claim chart information. 

52. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 1 , wherein the method is performed with at least 
of one of a computer, a personal computer, a desktop computer, a laptop or notebook computers* 
central processing computer, and a server . 

53. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51, further comprising: wherein the step of 
searching comprises: 

searching a database , wherein the databa s e contains at least one of subject matter of at 
least one patent, product information for any number of products, product descriptions, descriptions 
ef-eoffl ponents, descriptions of product uses, services information, service descriptions, description s 
of processes, de s criptions of service uses, a product catalog, a services catalog, an industry atla s , a 
trade journal, a technical journal, a product manual, a service manual, an i ndustry journal, a book, a 
m agazin e, a p ub lica tion, a D ialog databas e, a NEIIAK. database, a T homas Re gist e r database, a 
Dervvent database, a patent database, and at least one of a link and a hyperlink to an i nformation 
source . 
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54. (Original) The method of claim 51, further comprising: 

transmitting at least one of an information request to an information source computer 
and the claim chart information to a user communication device. 

55. (Original) The method of claim 51, further comprising: 

receiving at least one of patent information from a user communication device and a 
response to a request for information from an information source computer. 

56. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51, further comprising: wherein the step of 
identifying comprises: 

at least one of processing and parsing the text information of the patent in order to 
identity the claims of the patent. 

57. (Original) The method of claim 56, wherein the method utilizes at least one of a word 
processing searching technique, a text analysis processing technique, and a semantic analysis 
processing technique, to identify the claims of the patent. 

58. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 1 , further comprising: wherein 

at least one of processing and parsing cla i m information of the patent in order to 
ident i fy the at least one claim is an independent claim. 

59. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 58* further comprising: 
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at least one of processing and parsing the information contained in the at least one 
independent claim ; and identifying to identify text information corresponding to #hs claim preamble 
of the independent claim and to ai least one of a claim element and a claim limitation of the 
independent claim . 

60. (Cancelled) 

61. (Cancelled) 

62. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51 , further comprising: 

generating a natural language question; 

searching at least one of a database, an information source, an information sources 
computer, a web site, a wob page, a server computer, transmitting the natural language question to a 
chat roonvatfd or an on-line bulletin board , by utilizing the search or the search query ; and 

in response to the question, obtaining the information regarding at least one of a 
product, products, a service, and services , which are relevant to the at least one independent claim . 

63. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 60r 5L wherein the search or the search query 
further contains at least one of a synonym , a dictionary definition, an equivalent term, a foreign 
language translation, and a slang term, for the at least one of a key word and a of the at least one 
term. 
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64. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5L wherein the information regard i ng at l east 
on e oF a product, product s , a s ervic e , and s e rvices, which are relevant to th e at least one -in dependent 
claim contains at least one term comprises a plurality of terms, and the search query comprises an 
accuracy constraint requiring presence of a pre-defined percentage of the number of the terms, 
number of key words or terms present in the search or the search query. 

65. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51, wherein the step of searching comprises: 
further comprising: 

searching information regarding at least one of a product, products, a service, and 
services, by utilizing at least one of a search program, an i ntelligent agent, a meta search engine. 
engines, a web site directory, a search engine directory, and a hierarchical directory. 

66. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51, wherein the step of searching comprises: 
further comprising: 

searching a web site associated with at lea s t one of a product, products, a service, 
services, a trade association, a technical association, an industry association, and at least one of a 
manufacturer, a wholesaler, and a retailer retailer, of the at least one of a product, products, a 
service, and services. 

67. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51, wherein the step of searching comprises: 
further compris i ng: 
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searching at least one of adverti s ing information, marketing information, product 
review information, services rev i ew information, manufacturer information, and di st rib ut o r 
information. 

68. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 1 , further comprising: 

automatically generating a natural language search or search query question for use in 
obtaining information from a chat room or an on-line bulletin board. 

69. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51, wherein the step of generating claim chart 
information comprises: further comprising: 

at least one of processing the information regarding the patent, generating the search 
or the search query, and generating the claim chart information , in any number in a plurality of 
languages. 

70. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51, wherein the step of searching comprises: 
further comprising: 

automatically searching a patent or a publication which references the patent. 

71 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 1 , further comprising: 

automatically ascertaining at least one of at least one of an inventor and an assignee 
of a the patent and at least one ofan author and a publish e r of a publi c ation . 

72. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 1 , wherein: further comprising: 
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searching the information regarding at least one of a product, products, a service, and 
services, which is marked with at least one of a patent number and a patent pending notice. 

73. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 1 , wherein the claim chart information contains 
at least one of preamble text information and text information for at least one of a claim element and 
a claim limitation, and further wherein the claim chart information contains information regarding 
whether an identified product or service exhibits or contains features or li m i tat ion s of at least one-ef 
the claim preamble, a claim element, and a claim limitation, literally or under the Doctrine of 
Equivalents. 

74. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 73, further comprising: wherein 

causing the at least one of a word, a key word, a term , and information, in the claim 
chart information is to be at least one of highlighted, underlined, and emboldened. 

75. (Original) The method of claim 51, wherein the method is performed automatically. 

76. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 51, wherein the method is performed in 
conjunction with at least one of a telecommunication network, the I nternet, the World Wide Web, an 
RF signal communications network, a satellite communications network, an optical communications 
network, a public switched telephone network, a digital communications network, a persona l 
communications services communication network, and a wireless communication network. 
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77. (Currently Amended) tAh A computer-implemented method for identifying and/or analyzing 
potential patent infringement, comprising: 

receiving information regarding a patent; 

processing the information regarding the patent with the processing devi ee; 
identifying at lea s t one independent a claim of the patent; 

formulating a search or a search query containing i nformation corresponding to the at 
least one independent terms in the claim and a foreign language translation of at least one of the 
terms ; 

searching information regarding at least one of a product, products, a service, and 
services using the querv ; 

obtaining and processing information regarding at least one of a product, products, a 
service, and services, relevant to the at least one independent claim in conjunction with information 
contained in the at least one independent claim; 

generating claim chart information containing at least some of the information 
regarding the at least one of a product, products, a service, and services; and 

transmitting the information contained in the claim chart information to a user 
communication device in order to display the claim chart information to a user . 

78. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, wherein the method is performed with at least 
of one of a computer, a personal computer, a desktop computer, a laptop or notebook compute r, a 
central processing computer, and a server. 
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79. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, wherein the step of searching comprises: 
fa rther comprising: 

searching a database , wherein the database contains at least one of subject matter of at 
least one patent, product information for any number of products, product descripti o ns , des cr ip ti o ns 
e£-eem ponents, descriptions of product uses, services information , service de s eript i onsrC -l e s cription s 
of processes, descriptions of service uses, a product catalog, a serv i ces catalog, an industry at l as, a 
trade journal, a technical journal, a product manual, a service manual, an industry j o urnal, a b o ok , a 
magazine, a publ i cation, a Dialog database, a NERAK database, a Thomas Register database, a 
Dcrwcnt database, a patent database, and at least one of a link and a hyperlink to an information 
source . 

80. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, wherein the step of identifying comprises: 
further compri s ing: 

at least one of processing and parsing the text information of the patent in order to 
identi fy the claims of the patent. 

8 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim SO; 77. wherein the step of identifying comprises 
automatically using method is performed in conjunct i on with at least one of a word processing 
searching technique, a text analysis processing technique, and a semantic analysis processing 
technique, to identify the claims of the patent. 

82. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77. wherein the claim is an further comprising: 
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at l e ast ono of processing and parsing claim information of the patent in orde r to 
id entify the at least one independent claim. 

83. (Currently Amended) The method of claim Th 82, further comprising: 

at least one of processing and parsing the information contained in the at least on e 
independent claims-ami 

iden ti fy i ng to identify text information corresponding to the claim preamble of the 
independent claim and to at least one of a claim element and a claim limitation of the independent 
claim . 

84. (Cancelled) 

85. (Cancelled) . 

86. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, further comprising: 

generating a natural language question; 

searching at least one of a database, an information source, an information s o u Fees 
computer, a web site, a web page, a server computer, transmitting the natural language question to a 
chat roonvafldor an on-line bulletin board , by utilizing the search or the search query ; and 

in response to the question, obtaining the information regarding at least one of a 
product, products, a service, and services , which arc relevant to the at least one independent claim . 
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87. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 84; 77^ wherein the search e r the search query 
further contains at least one o f a synonym , a dictionary definition, an equivalent term, a forei gn 
language translation, and a slang term, for the at least one of the terms, key word and a term. 

88. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 86, wherein the information regarding at lea st 
one of a product, products, a service, and services, which arc relevant to the at least one independent 
cl a i m co n t ains search query comprises an accuracy constraint requiring presence of a pre-defined 
percentage of the number of the terms of the plurality of terms, number of key word or terms present 
in the search or the search query. 

89. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, wherein the step of searching comprises: 

rrrrcn vn vvnnpi uu t^,. 

searching the information regarding at least one of a product, products, a service, and 
services, by utilizing at least one of a search program, an intelligent agent, a meta search engine. 
engines, a web site directory, a search engine directory, and a hierarchical directory. 

90. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, wherein the step of searching comprises: 
further compr i sing: 

searching a web site associated with at least one of a product, products, a service, 
services, a trade association, a technical as s ociat i on, an indu s try association, and at least one of a 
manufacturer, a wholesaler, and a retailer retailer, of ihe at least one of a product, products, a 
service, and services. 
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91. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, wherein the step of searching comprises: 
further comprising: 

searching at least one of advertising information, marketing information, product 
review information, services review information, manufacturer information, and distributor 
information. 

92. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, further comprising: 

generating a natural language question search or search query for use in obtaining 
information from a chat room or an on-line bulletin board. 

93. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, wherein the step of generating claim chart 
information comprises: further comprising: 

at least one of processing the information regarding the patent, generating the search 
or the search query, and generating the claim chart information, information in any number a 
plurality of languages. 

94. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, wherein the step of searching comprises: 
further compri s ing: 

automatically searching a patent or a publication which references the patent. 

95. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, further comprising: 

automatically ascertaining at least one of at least one of an inventor and an assignee 
of a the patent and at l east one of an author and a publish e r of a publicat ion . 
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96. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, wherein: further compri s ing: 

searching the information regarding at least one of a product, products, a service, and 
services, which is marked with at least one of a patent number and a patent pending notice. 

97. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, wherein the claim chart information contains 
at least one of preamble text information and text information for at least one of a claim element and 
a claim limitation, and further wherein the claim chart information contains information regarding 
whether an identified product or service exhibits or contains features or limitations of at least one e-f 
the claim preamble, a claim element, and a claim limitation, literally or under the Doctrine of 
Equivalents. 

98. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 97, further comprising: wherein 

causing the at least one of the terms a word, a key word, a term, and information, in 
the claim chart information is to be at least one of highlighted, underlined, and emboldened. 

99. (Original) The method of claim 77, wherein the method is performed automatically. 

100. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, wherein the method is performed in 
conjunction with at least one of a telecommunicat io n n et work, the Internet, the World Wide Web, an 
RF signal communications network, a satellite communications network, an optical communicat i ons 
network, a public switched telephone network, a digital communications network, a personal 
communications s er vie e s-ee mm un ica tio n network, and a wireless communicatio n network. 
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